
1861Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Sept. 22

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:10 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

Remarks During Discussions With
Prime Minister Obuchi of Japan and
an Exchange With Reporters in New
York City
September 22, 1998

President Clinton. Thank you. I’d like to
say to the members of the Japanese press,
I’m sorry that you had to go all the way to
Tarrytown and then come back. But at least
you have seen it—we didn’t even get to see
it. [Laughter]

I want to welcome Prime Minister Obuchi
and his team here. We have had very good
meetings already today. The United States
has no more important relationship in the
world than our relationship with Japan. We
are very interested in deepening our partner-
ship in the security area, in the political area,
and in doing what we can economically to-
gether to restore growth in the world and
to stabilize the world financial situation. All
these matters we have discussed today in a
friendly and constructive atmosphere.

I just wanted to say one other thing. I in-
vited Prime Minister Obuchi to come back
to Washington early next year for an official
visit, and he accepted, and I thank him for
that.

Prime Minister Obuchi. All the strong
and solid partnership between Japan and the
United States could not lift this fog, and it
is unfortunate that some of you had to go
to Tarrytown and come back, and I’m sorry
about that. But as the President said just
now, I’ve been invited, and I’ve accepted his
invitation to visit the United States in the
early part of next year. And I look forward
to meeting him again in Washington.

Legislative Agenda
Q. Mr. President, you’ve said how busy

you are, but I just wonder if you haven’t
found some time to check with Congress
about how things are going?

President Clinton. Well, we’re just a few
days away from the new budget year, and
I’d say things need to go a little faster. We
need an education bill; we need a health bill.

We desperately need the IMF funding. They
need to pass a good Patients’ Bill of Rights.
There’s a lot left to be done. Things are not
going fast enough to suit me on the people’s
business.

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:02 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

Common Agenda: Illustration of the
New U.S.-Japan Cooperation
September 22, 1998

Five years after the creation of the U.S.-
Japan Common Agenda for Cooperation in
Global Perspective, President Clinton and
Prime Minister Obuchi recognized the valu-
able work accomplished by dedicated Japa-
nese and American scientists, researchers
and aid workers to fight diseases, preserve
natural resources and exchange scientific
data on various natural disasters and global
climate change.

The participation of U.S. and Japanese pri-
vate citizens, foundations and other non-
governmental organizations in projects of the
Common Agenda will enhance the impacts
of these projects. Their participation is also
expected to generate grass-roots public sup-
port. On September 23, 1998, U.S. and Japa-
nese representatives of private-sector organi-
zations (in Japan, the Common Agenda
Roundtable) that support the Common
Agenda will meet in Honolulu to discuss how
they can assist in promoting the objectives
of the Common Agenda.

The President and the Prime Minister wel-
come the first meeting of private sector rep-
resentatives and made special mention of
three projects:

1) The United States and Japan will work
with the Government of Panama and non-
governmental partners to preserve the Pan-
ama Canal watershed by developing a pro-
gram to focus on environmental education
and the training of local nongovernmental or-
ganizations.

2) In light of the recent forest fires which
affected Southeast Asia, The United States
and Japan will support efforts to address the
underlying causes of the fires and assist local
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governments to promote sustainable agri-
culture, forestry and land use.

3) The United States and Japan have been
playing key roles in the success of efforts to
eradicate polio worldwide. However, signifi-
cant challenges remain. The two countries
will strengthen their commitment to end the
scourge of this disease through, among other
steps, expanding cooperative eradication ef-
forts by U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers and the
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers es-
pecially in African countries, keeping in mind
the importance of U.S.-Japan collaboration
through TICADII (The Second Tokyo Inter-
national Conference of African Development)
to be held in October in Tokyo.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Japan-United States Joint Statement
on Cooperation in the Use of the
Global Positioning System
September 22, 1998

On the basis of a series of discussions be-
tween representatives and experts of the
Government of the United States and the
Government of Japan, U.S. President Wil-
liam Clinton and Japanese Prime Minister
Keizo Obuchi have issued this Joint State-
ment regarding cooperation in the use of the
Global Positioning System (GPS) Standard
Positioning Service for global positioning and
other applications.

Background
GPS is a constellation of orbiting satellites

operated by the United States, which pro-
vides signals to aid position-location, naviga-
tion, and precision timing for civil and mili-
tary purposes. GPS, as an evolving system,
is becoming more important for a wide vari-
ety of civilian, commercial, and scientific ap-
plications such as car navigation, mapping
and land surveying, maritime shipping, and
international air traffic management.

The United States Government is operat-
ing a maritime Differential Global Position-
ing System (DGPS), and the Government of
Japan is operating a similar system. Both
Governments are developing augmentation
systems to support air navigation—the

United States is developing the Wide Area
Augmentation System (WAAS), and Japan is
developing the Multi-functional Transport
Satellite (MTSAT)-based Satellite Aug-
mentation System (MSAS).

The commercial GPS equipment and serv-
ices industries of the United States and Japan
lead the world, and augmentation systems to
enhance the use of the GPS Standard Posi-
tioning Service Could further expand civil,
commercial, and scientific markets.

Building a Cooperative Relationship
The United States Government intends to

continue to provide the GPS Standard Posi-
tioning Service for peaceful civil, commer-
cial, and scientific use on a continuous,
worldwide basis, free of direct user fees.

The Government of Japan intends to work
closely with the United States to promote
broad and effective use of the GPS Standard
Positioning Service as a worldwide position-
ing, navigation, and timing standard. Both
Governments are convinced of the need to
prevent the misuse of GPS and its augmenta-
tion systems without unduly disrupting or de-
grading civilian uses, as well as of the need
to prepare for emergency situations. Both
Governments intend to cooperate to promote
and facilitate civilian uses of GPS. It is antici-
pated that cooperation will:

• promote compatibility of operating
standards for GPS technologies, equip-
ment, and services;

• help develop effective approaches to-
ward providing adequate radio fre-
quency allocations for GPS and other
radio navigation systems;

• identify potential barriers to the growth
of commercial applications of GPS and
appropriate preventative measures;

• encourage trade and investment in GPS
equipment and services as a means of
enhancing the information infrastruc-
ture of the Asia-Pacific region; and

• facilitate exchange of information on
GPS-related matters of interest to both
countries, such as enhancement of glob-
al positioning, navigation, and timing
technologies and capabilities.

The two Governments intend to work to-
gether as appropriate on GPS-related issues
that arise in the International Civil Aviation
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